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1. Introductions

Planning and Urban Design (PUD) Team from VHB:

▪ Luke Mitchell, Senior Urban Planner/Designer

▪ Frank DiPietro, Senior Engineer

▪ Julia Mintz, Urban Planner 

▪ Jennifer Nelson, Urban Planner 



1. Project Background

Statement of Purpose

The Town of Burlington is seeking to prepare a Vision Plan for the 

Blanchard / Wheeler Road Corridor (“the Corridor”), to achieve the 

following goals and objectives:

1. Articulate a growth strategy for the future with attention to 

planning, engineering, and redevelopment considerations

2. Utilize this plan to:

1. Attract investment

2. Promote economic development along the corridor

3. Improve streetscapes with safer roadways that include 

multi-modal options

This study will include property research regarding existing 

conditions in the study area and a series of public meetings and 

interviews with key stakeholders. The Vision Plan will include a 

vision statement, a list of strategic goals to achieve this vision, and 

an implementation matrix identifying required specific actions and 

projects.



1. Project Background

Study Area

▪ The Blanchard/Wheeler Corridor Study Area is located 

within a vibrant, active, mixed-use commercial district 

in southern Burlington.  

▪ The Study Area is approximately 425 acres in size.

▪ It is bordered by Interstate 95 to the north, 

Massachusetts Turnpike to the west, and South 

Bedford Street to the east.

Blue Sky Center

Burlington HS

Corporate Center

Northeastern 

Innovation

Campus
STUDY AREA



2. Public Meeting 1 Findings – Corridor Strengths



2. Public Meeting 1 Findings – Corridor Weaknesses



3. Vision Statement

The Corridor along Blanchard and Wheeler Road has seen significant development over the past 25 years. The Corridor will continue to be an 

excellent place to live and a vital mixed-use hub for research, technology, and recreation. Offering employment and a rich natural environment, 

the Corridor will continue to foster economic growth, accessibility, and improved connectivity with safe streetscapes and multi-modal pathways. 

Through community dialogue, residents and stakeholders within the Corridor have reflected and explored a vision for the future.

The Corridor will be…

Connected – The Corridor will provide pathways connecting its employees, residents, and visitors to destinations within the Corridor and 

surrounding districts. Through creative placemaking, the Corridor will reflect the character of its population, history, and natural environments. 

Future planning initiatives will involve relevant local and regional stakeholders, including residents, business owners, and institutional leaders.

Multi-modal – The Corridor will serve a range of modal options, supporting complete streets that accommodate all roadway users, including 

motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. Roadway improvements and enhanced walkability will provide a safe and enjoyable environment for 

pedestrians and cyclists.

Sustainable – Future development along the Corridor will be sensitive to environmental impact and support public health and wellness. The 

Corridor will enhance critical natural resources that aid flood management and contribute to recreational opportunities, including wetlands and 

open space.

Resilient – The Corridor will be adaptable to changing economic and regional trends by incorporating new innovative approaches to 

infrastructure, land use, and open space planning.

Balanced – The Corridor will balance new development with the preservation of natural resources, as well as establish a mix of uses that support 

a vibrant district. It will offer a wide variety of amenities that support all its users and expand the public realm.

Vibrant – The Corridor will be a hub for employment and economic activity, supporting services and thriving businesses both large and small.

















7. Group Discussion

Discussion Topics

Based on our draft vision statement and goals, we would like to 

engage in a discussion addressing the following topic:

• What are your reactions to the draft vision and goals?

• What are we missing?

What is a Vision Statement?

A project vision statement is a 

description of what an 

organization or project team 

wants to obtain or accomplish

upon the completion of a project. 

It needs to be clear, concise, and 

descriptive of the big picture.

Source: jcomp on Freepik



8. Next Steps

1. Finalize Implementation Plan

2. Finalize documentation to submit to the Town


