Items Left at the Wall

Thirty years ago, on Veterans Day 1982, a memorial was dedicated in Washington
D.C. and it changed the way people looked at Vietnam Veterans. The Wall, the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, was as controversial as the Vietnam War itself. But
once the first panel was placed into the ground, everyone understood the power
that lived in the Wall, the importance of the Names on the Wall, and the impact on
veterans and families who visit the Wall.

Vietnam veteran John Devitt of Stockton, California, attended the 1982 dedication
ceremonies of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Recognizing what he saw as the
healing nature of the Wall, he vowed to make a transportable version of the Wall, a
"Moving Wall," so those not able to travel to Washington, D.C. would be able to
see and touch the names of friends or loved ones in their own home town.

The Moving Wall visited
Burlington in 1999 for eight
days. Items that were left at
the Moving Wall will be
displayed for the very first
time on Veterans Day, Sun-
day November 11, 2012,
after our 9am ceremony.

The “Items Left at the Wall”
display will take place on the
2" floor, Human Services
Building, 61 Center Street.

The display cases were provided by Bob Rottenberg, of Longs Jewelers, at 60A
South Ave. here in Burlington.

50® Anniversary

2012 also holds special significance to Vietnam veterans because it marks the be-
ginning of the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. It was 50 years ago, 1962,
when U.S. Army pilots on dozens of helicopters transported South Vietnamese
troops into the jungles outside Saigon for a raid against enemy forces. It was one
of America's first major operations in Vietnam and another turning point in what
would become one of our longest wars.

F +
Light refreshments served after the ceremony at the Human Services Building fol-

lowed by a collation at the American Legion, Winn Street. Everyone is invited to
attend.

Burlington Veterans Services

and the
Allied Veterans Council

50" Anniversary
of the Beginning of the
Vietnam War

Veterans Day
Sunday November 11, 2012


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Moving_Wall

Veterans Day

Sunday November 11, 2012

Hosted by Burlington Marine Corps League Detachment
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1962-1975

Robert Hogan, Vietnam Veteran 1967-1968
Reverend William Mark, Chaplain
Edith Nourse Rogers Memorial Veterans
Hospital, Bedford
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