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Marion Road Conservation Area: A tiny piece of peace

Nestled next to the Pine
Haven Cemetery off of busy
Bedford Street is a tiny piece of
peaceforthoseseekingawalkin
the woods.

The Marion Road Conser-
vation Area was established in
2002 asacooperative conserva-
tion project between the town
of Burlington and the Com-.
monwealth of Massachusetts.
The15-acre site features varied
topography with wetland and
woodlands and a diverse array
of plant species, including the
shagbarkhickory, Caryaovata, . . : e
which is not common in Burl-  Fall adds a spot of color to the trails at Marion Road
ington, but these trees appear Conservation Area. [COURTESY PHOTO/MARY LEACH]
throughout the property. The : ‘ : ‘
propertyhas several trails, some
hills and a certified vernal pool.

That this wooded oasis exists
is a confluence of luck and cir-
cumstance, said John Keeley,
Burlington conservation agent.

“Back around 2001 there
was a proposed subdivision in
there and apparently a lot of
the neighbors got pretty upset
because, asyoucantell by walk-
ing there, it’s pretty wet. They
were concerned about what the
development would doto water
in their neighborhood,” said
Keeley. “The commissioners
spoke to the developer and he
indicated a willingness to sell it ; — £
tothetown.” Shagbark hickory trees are seen throughout the area. [COURTESY

Around the same time, the PHOTO/MARY LEACH]
state was looking to buy open
space to mitigate the loss of
open space during the Route 3
widening.

“The subdivision was never
built, and we got state money
from the Route 3 mitigation to
buy it. There is a state conser-
vationrestrictiononthelandas
well,” said Keeley.

There are several access
points to the Marion Road
Conservation area, but Keeley
recommends that visitors park
onthetrailhead nexttothe Pine
Haven Cemetery on Lexington
Road. Visitors will see a sign at
the trailhead and will walkona Several wooded trailsareatﬂiellamn Road Conservahon area.
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Shagbark hickory, not common in Burlington, is seen frequently at the Marion Road Conservation
Area. [COURTESY PHOTO/MARY LEACH]
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