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Changing Zoning to Boost Opportunities 
for Life Sciences Along Route 128
New real estate options open up for life sciences and innovation companies 
to consider in BioReady® Platinum ranked Burlington, MA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Burlington, Massachusetts (May 24, 2021) -  On Monday night, May 24th, Burlington’s Town Meeting voted unanimously in favor of Article 33 opening up new opportunities for life sciences companies to root in an area with unparalleled access along I-95/Route 128 and Route 3.  The zoning change applies to nine large scale commercial parcels allowing for by-right life sciences uses, higher density, and better site design regarding parking structure allowances so that companies considering a move now have new locations with more room grow within Boston Metro. Paul Sagarino, Town Administrator, was extremely encouraged stating, “Town Meeting’s unanimous vote illustrates Burlington’s readiness to be a partner in the growth of the region’s life science industry. Whether companies are expanding, need more space or spinning out of Northeastern University Innovation Campus, we have set the table to welcome them here in Burlington.”
Burlington has worked hard to understand the regional dynamics of evolving industries in the region as well as the needs of employees.  In the early 2000’s Burlington understood that amenities were critical to where businesses located in order to attract employees and the Town implemented new mixed-use commercial districts with improved walkability to create 3rd Avenue and the District. In September of 2019, the Town earned a MassBIO Platinum rating from the Massachusetts Biotechnology Council indicating the highest level of a community’s readiness to host life science development. In January 2020, a limited number of sites were changed to allow by-right life sciences uses which led to the tenanting of Azzur, a lab space with clean rooms on-demand equipped for new medical developments from little known start-ups to Moderna.  
Planning Director, Kristin Kassner, “Building on previous work, Burlington has now created three new clusters comprised of nine parcels providing the regulatory framework for innovation campuses throughout the commercial corridors.”  This change enables the growth of the region’s life science growing cluster.  Colliers Life Science Q1 Report stated there is 3.5 Million SF in lab demand in the market today and with the lab vacancy in Cambridge hovering at 2 percent, Burlington will now offer new options for life sciences companies to consider.  Planning Board Chair, Brenda Rappaport added, “This change is part of a collective effort to prepare Burlington for the future of work – updating our zoning, investing in our water infrastructure, and taking real action to respond to market preferences in the region.”
The zoning changes expanded the High Rise Industrial district and also included revisions that set the maximum height of buildings to 90 feet and allow for under-building parking. The goal is to encourage redevelopment of sites with strong highway visibility, near existing amenities, but also enhance opportunities for greenspace, walkability and flexibility in design. 

The properties include: 20 South Avenue; 40 South Avenue; 70 Blanchard Road; 76 Blanchard Road; 78 Blanchard Road; 80 Blanchard Road; 99 South Bedford Street; 111 South Bedford Street; 20 Blanchard Road.  If you would like more information about this topic, please call Melisa Tintocalis at 781-505-1186 or mtintocalis@burlington.org.
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